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From New Hampshire Troubadour, October 1948

I n 1938, Dr. George Woodbury,
an out-of-work anthropologist,
returned to his birthplace in Bedford,
New Hampshire, to try to earn a
living by rebuilding and operating a
long-abandoned water-powered mill
on Bowman s Brook. Beginning in
1744, Woodbury s ancestors had built
and operated a series of mills of every
description on that stream. Looking
across the elds from his family
home, Woodbury was greeted by a
spectacular panorama of surrounding
Hillsborough County. Green and
jewel-like in the spring sunshine,

it stretched away on every hand.
Gathered behind a newly repaired
dam, Woodbury s millpond lay dark,

James L. Garvin, State Architectural Historian

John Goffe s Mill as reconstructed by George Woodbury in 1939.

smooth, and steaming in the morning
sun. Bedford was then a town of
farms, woodlots, and 1500 inhabitants,
safely removed from the teeming
industrial city of Manchester by a

full two miles. In 1948, Woodbury
recorded the saga of his reconstruction
project in the best-selling book, John
Goffe s Mill.

Then, in the late 1950s, the Everett
Turnpike arrived. Passing within
yards of the mill, it ran headlong
over Bowman s Brook and planted a
sprawling interchange just below the
millpond. Suddenly, Woodbury s world
had changed. So had the quiet farming

town of Bedford.
(continued on page four)

View From the

Solarium
A New Day for the Old State House

ts a pretty good bet that 250

years ago this year the timbers,
sheathing, planking, and other
building materials were being prepared
for the construction of the rst house
of government in New Hampshire,
commonly called the Old State House.
Construction began in 1758, and this
building was erected in what is today s
Market Square in Portsmouth, to house
the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches of the colonial government
that was to become the State of New
Hampshire.

The state house has been the site
of some of the most historic events
taking place in New Hampshire. In
1767, Governor John Wentworth was
inaugurated in the state house; in 1776,
the Declaration of Independence was
read from the balcony; and in 1783,
peace with Great Britain was declared

(continued on page eight)
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